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President’s  Letter 
By Mary Lou Gerbi 
  
I’m learning to dance. As your new president, I’m pirouetting in place while I practice grande jetés and plies in a pas de cen. There are 
so many new steps to master. Being president of the Friends of the Alaska State Library, Archives and Museum organization is not only 
a mouthful; it’s a full-time job. Thank you for trusting your current board members as we continue to rebuild the Friends into a 
nonprofit community dedicated to supporting our combined state library, historical research, archives, and museum facilities in the 
stunning new Father Andrew P. Kashevaroff (accent on kash and var) building.  
  
Staff and Andrew P. Kashevaroff (APK) Building News: 
 • Since opening June 6, SLAM has 12 staff vacancies. Hopefully soon we’ll have a new museum front desk employee. 
 • To eliminate all leased storage space, which is VERY expensive, staff secured SLAM capital project funds to build a mezzanine 

in the vault, which will add significant storage space, scheduled for completion by October 2017. 
 • Collections staff performed a complete inventory to assess what’s still needed, including objects for WWII, Aleut basketry, and 

exploration-period permanent exhibits. 
 • Animals and fish continue to be added to “Wonder Wall” at the museum entrance/exit. 
 • The APK building is now hardwired for filming and sharing events on KTOO. Ben Huff’s lecture on photography in Adak was 

filmed for future broadcast.  
 • Museum artwork now adorns the APK and the Capitol. The First Lady also selected art for the Governor’s House.  
  
Friends News: 
 • Board members were elected at the annual meeting/pizza party November 29, 2016: Ben Huff, Bride Seifert, Sarah Asper-

Smith and 2nd term: Toni Mallott and Marjorie Menzi. In January, we added Virginia Stonkus. 
 • Elected board officers Mary Lou Gerbi, president; Bride Seifert, vice president; Virginia Stonkus, secretary; Debbie 

Reifenstein, treasurer; Marjorie Menzi, past president. Membership chair is Toni Mallott; Jackie Schoppert, scholarship; Bride 
Seifert, fundraising event; Sarah Asper-Smith, website, design and communications; Ben Huff, photography lecture series 
coordinator. 

 • Membership: Board members met with staff to discuss membership prices, clarify membership level benefits, create new 
membership forms and an online database. Senior/student fees will increase from $25 to $35 in June to conform with Board of 
Education increased prices at the museum. Please notify us at info@foslam.org if you haven’t received your 
membership card/s and complimentary passes for museum entrance after this week. If you’re a senior, renew or 
sign up for your membership soon. Prices increase to $35 later this year. A highlight was delivering membership cards and 
passes to visiting longtime Friend and museum supporter, Venetta Hildebrand, 83, who moved to Douglas in 1961 and is 
now in Washington state.  

 • Newsletter: Mary Lou will continue as newsletter editor. Sarah Asper-Smith volunteered to design the newsletter for email 
on MailChimp. Newsletters will be sent electronically except when members indicate they want a paper copy on membership 
renewal forms. Please let the Board know at info@foslam.org if you are a life member, donor/sponsor and would like your 
name listed in the newsletter or if you wish to receive a paper copy. 

 • Sesquicentennial (150-year) Treaty of Cession Banners: The Board approved collaboration with several historical 
nonprofits and Lt. Gov. Byron Mallott to fund display of eight banners commemorating the $7.2 million sale of Russian 
America to the U.S. They’re on display at the Alaska State Capitol. The Alaska Historical Commission awarded a Treaty of 
Cession grant to pay professional paper conservator Seth Irwin to treat vulnerable and damaged documents relating to the 
signing.  

 • Solo Artist Exhibit Sponsorship: The Friends paid lecture stipends of $300 each to eight solo artists for $2,400 and 
curatorial fees of $7,500 for the upcoming As We See It exhibits. The first solo artist, Carmel Anderson, offered an exclusive 
talk to Friends’ members. The Friends will inform you of other talks with artists via email. 

 • Charlie Chaplin’s Gold Rush film: Damon Stuebner from Historical Collections shared trivia about Chaplin and showed 
the classic Gold Rush film to 80 viewers on a blustery January 7. Chaplin insisted on 40 takes with 40 pieces of black licorice 
which he ate instead of shoelaces during the boot-eating scene, which caused him to be hospitalized with a diabetic reaction. 
The Friends helped sponsor this event. Kids LOVED this great old side-slapper.  

Events: 
 • Alaska Positive Photography Lecture Series concluded with Ben Huff’s photography and lecture about Adak on 

Thursday, January 19. The series featured Brian and Ash Adams from Anchorage, Alaska Positive 2017 Juneau winner Chris 
Miller on commercial fishing, and board member Ben Huff’s lecture, and included the Adams’ teen digital phone workshop. 
Students continue to post photos online, and lots of young people attended the lectures. 

 • Juneau Cabaret: Collaborating with the Friends, accompanists Tom Locher, Luke Weld, Clay Good and six talented Juneau 
Cabaret singers presented the first in The Great American Songbook lecture concert series featuring the music of Richard 
Rodgers on Saturday, Jan. 28. About 75 attended. From “The Lady is a Tramp” to “Edelweiss,” this series rocked the APK with 
music and memories from Cinderella, Carousel, Oklahoma, South Pacific, King and I, Sound of Music. Don’t miss the next 
performance, Saturday, February 25, 2-3:30 pm, featuring Duke Ellington in the APK Lecture Hall to celebrate Black 
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History month. www.juneaucabaret.net. March will focus on women composers from 
1920-1960 and April, the music of Cole Porter. It’s free and it’s fun. It’s sponsored by you, 
your membership, and your donations. Thank you.  

 • Send us your email address at info@foslam.org so we can email event information on 
MailChimp. It’s sad to switch from paper to electronic distribution, but it will allow us to 
do more for the library, archives and museum and more programs for all of us.  

 • Don’t forget to renew. Annual memberships expired December 31. Lifetime 
memberships are forever. Update your membership online at www.foslam.org. 

 • Website, brochure, bylaws updates are coming next.  
 • Behind-the-scenes Gala, April 15: Food, beverages, and fun exploring the recesses of 

the APK, meeting artists, maybe even a scavenger hunt in an APK SLAM interactive 
educational experience, back for a second time by popular demand. It will be different, it will get you behind-the-scenes, and it 
will be fun. For more info, see www.foslam.org. 

Museum Temporary Gallery Exhibits for Spring  
  
Artists take the spotlight at the museum’s temporary gallery this spring. 

Solo Artist Exhibition 
Carmel Anderson: Unheard Voices| Unheard Wisdom 

February 3, 2017 – March 18, 2017 
Carmel Anderson is one of eight artists selected for the Alaska State Museum 2017-2018 Solo Exhibition 
Series. Anderson’s exhibit, Unheard Voices|Unheard Wisdom, shares experiences of victims impacted by 
domestic and sexual abuse. The show features life-sized caste and fabric sculptures relating to this social 
problem. 

Robert Murray, Working Models: Sculptures (Nimbus creator) 
March 31, 2017 

Rarefied Light 
March 3 -April 15, 2017 
Rarefied Light showcases the best of Alaska’s fine art photography. Rarefied Light 2016 was juried 

by internationally renowned photographer, Amy Arbus. The exhibition is organized and toured by the Alaska Photographic Center. This 
year, Best of Show was awarded to Greg Hensel, Anchorage, for the print “Smoke and Shadows.” Honorable Mentions were awarded 
to Will Anderson, Kotzebue, “Cemetery Hill”; Joseph Kashi, Soldotna, “Fleeting Images”; Charlotte Peterson, Fairbanks, “Untitled” and 
“Freak Show”; Dennis Walworth, Anchorage, “Untitled.” Organized and toured by Alaska 
Photographic Center. 

Decolonizing Alaska 

May 3 - October 13, 2017 
Decolonizing Alaska is a multimedia visual art exhibit that explores how 30 diverse 
contemporary Alaskan artists grapple with issues concerning climate change and cultural 
survival resulting from colonization. Artists created and express resilience and adaptation 
through a confluence of indigenous, global, traditional and contemporary concepts, 
technologies and media. 

Grand Visions of the Great Land: Historic & Contemporary Art from the Alaska State 
Museum Collection 

May 3 - October 13, 2017 
Curated by Jinx Whitaker, Steve Henrikson, and Jackie Manning, this exhibit highlights prominent artworks from the Alaska State 

Museum collection. The artists whose works are highlighted in this exhibit range from 
contemporary Alaskan sculptors to historical Alaskan painters. 

APK’s Raven Café open for breakfast and lunch 
JDHS students have discovered breakfast and lunch at the great little Raven Café (now known 
as Andre’s) in the APK building. Lunch favorites are Filipino adobos, burritos, soup made daily, 
and salads, along with daily specials like sweet and sour or teriyaki chicken. They also serve 
pancit (rice noodles) and bico (a sticky rice dessert). Coffee and espresso machines serve 
Heritage, Sentinel and Raven’s Brew coffees, and you can get great smoothies. Local honey, tea, 
and coffee packages are available. In summer, Raven staff will add hot sandwiches to the menu. 
The café is owned and operated by Catherine Cristobal. It’s open 7:30 am-4 pm M-F in winter, 
7:30-5 daily in summer. You can reach the café at 723-7054 or arielcristobal@gci.net. Enjoy.     
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Unheard Voices  |  Unheard Wisdom Exhibit 
By Mary Lou Gerbi 

Domestic violence. Sexual abuse. Rape.  
How do you make those topics into art? Visit the Alaska State Museum 2017-2018 Solo Exhibition Series in the Temporary Gallery now 
until March 25 to understand how to transform violation and devastation into “thought-provoking beauty.” Carmel Anderson from 
Ketchikan, one of eight Solo Artists selected, uses “the transformative power of art” to create empathy and understanding, to help those 
who have endured “be encouraged and empowered for change and healing.”  

A fashion designer, painter, and sculptor, Anderson dresses life-size mixed media headless white sculptures in elegant, sheer organza 
and other diaphanous materials that reveal a woman’s vulnerability while hinting at her power to transcend. “Through these pieces,” 
Anderson said, “I share my sense of purpose to inspire others to face, discuss, heal, and change the reality of domestic violence.”  

“Marked,” one of the pieces, is a hangered precious little girl’s dress in pink and white with ribbons and flowers, marked with a subtle 
but all-dominating bulls-eye on the back. It’s accompanied by a quote: “The sexual abuse and exploitation of children is one of the most 
vicious crimes conceivable, a violation of mankind’s most basic duty to protect the innocent,” from James T. Walsh. It’s “understated,” 
beautiful and tragic. It permeates the soul the way numbers cannot. It breaks my heart.  

“Un-Welcomed” is Anderson’s gentle, ironic title for a lovely rosebud-embedded bodice and dress with shockingly placed hands, her 
artist’s vision of rape. Accompanying it is a quote from Halee Gray Scott in How I Beat Back the Darkness after Rape: 

Defiled. Polluted. Castoff. Exposed. Abhorred. And, most dreadful of all: defenseless. 
The most difficult part was not the rape, that act of unspeakable violation. It was, and always has been, the horror of living in a 
body that has been raped. However much I believed in my mind that I was responsible for what had happened, my body knew 
better.  

To invite participation from those who view her art or hear her talks, Anderson created the Hope Quilt, anonymously written thoughts 
and reactions from those who have endured such violation as well as from those who have not. This paper quilt, constantly becoming 
and transforming with new entries, will accompany her exhibit and travel around the state. Current entries include the following: 

I love you, Mom! I am sorry that I was not big enough to defend you. I am now, but you have long passed away. I love you and 
miss you. All that is good and light in me comes from you. My love for you grows, and is reflected in my wife and daughter—and 
granddaughter.  

The most beautiful people we have known are those who have known defeat, known suffering, known struggle, known loss, and 
have found their way out of the depths. 

Stars always shine brightest in the dark. Don’t lose hope. One step at a time. 

Men and teens were as engaged by the art as were women, one man with moist eyes. What had they experienced? How do women who 
have endured such pain feel now? It’s a powerful exhibit that digs deep into Anderson’s theme: the inner strength and wisdom of 
women. “Through these pieces,” Anderson wrote, “I share my sense of purpose: to inspire others to face, discuss, heal, and change the 
reality of domestic violence, and be a catalyst for social change.” www.carmelanderson.com. 

Elizabeth and Roy Peratrovich documents online 
In honor of Elizabeth Peratrovich Day, Feb 16, the Alaska State Archives digitized and placed online historic 
documents related to the lives and work of Elizabeth and Roy Peratrovich, remembered for their efforts to pass 
the Anti-Discrimination Act of 1945. The Alaska State Legislatrure established Elizabeth Peratrovich Day in 1988 
to honor Peratrovich “for her courageous, unceasing efforts” to confront discrimination and bring about equal 
rights laws in Alaska. (AS 44.12.065).  

The online material comes from Governor Ernest Gruening’s papers and includes 65 pages of correspondence 
about the Peratroviches between 1943 and 1946 when they served as Grand Presidents of the Alaska Native 
Brotherhood and Alaska Native Sisterhood. The Peratroviches worked for civil and human rights for Alaska 
Natives.  
Elizabeth Peratrovich portrait, ASL-P01-3294. 

Ethel Montgomery Scholarship recipient is Natalie Wadle 

Natalie Wadle, a graduate student in Museum and Field Studies at the University of Colorado, Boulder, Is the recipient of the Friends’ 
Ethel Montgomery Scholarship for 2016-2017, an award of $4,000 since no scholarships were awarded for a couple of years. 
Established in the 1990s to assist university-level Alaska Native students majoring in museum studies, the scholarship requires 
applicants be enrolled in an Alaskan federally recognized tribe.  
Natalie, a me 

mber of the Port Lions Native Tribe and Afognak Native Corporation, graduated from Kodiak High School and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Art History from Iowa State University. She plans to earn a Museum Studies certificate from Harvard Extension School in 
2017 and a M.S. in Museum Studies from University of Colorado in 1918. She’s worked at several museums, including Alaska State 
Museum in Juneau in 2014, the Alutiiq Museum in Kodiak, and Colorado University’s Museum of Natural History and Art Museum. 
She received scholarships from Colorado University, Afognak Native Corporation and Koniag Education Foundation and works as a 
graduate assistant. 
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Natalie wrote: (in her application and emails) 
I am very grateful to be receiving the Ethel Montgomery Scholarship for the year of 2016… These funds will 
also offset the cost of my attending CU (University of Colorado) throughout the 2016-2017 academic year which 
will help alleviate my concerns about finding additional funds to cover the cost of tuition not covered through 
other scholarships or the GA (graduate assistant) work that I do for the university. I am extremely thankful that 
there is this scholarship available to me to assist in my efforts to pursue an advanced degree in Museum 
Studies. I want to thank the board of the Friends of the AK State Library (Archives and Museum) for selecting 
me for this award, it will help in my continuing education and allow me to further my experience while at CU.  

I believe that museums are a vital part of society in preserving the past and being places for social 
commentary. Without museums, many of the objects housed in them would only be in private collections or 
state repositories. Museums give these objects a place to be seen and individuals a way to interpret them in 
historic contexts as well as arranged around current issues. Being able to see and work with these objects… 
(ensures) they are available for future generations.” 

Ethel M. (Clayton) Montgomery (1896-1989), one of the first docents at the Alaska State 
Museum and longtime member of the Friends, was adopted with the name Naats Klaa into 
the Kaagwaantaan Clan in the Wolf moiety by Jennie Thlunaut in Haines in 1964 and became 
an active member of the Alaska Native Sisterhood. She founded the Alaska Native Arts and Crafts Cooperative 
Association (ANAC), was active at Northern Light church, the American Legion, Salvation Army, and a 50-year 
member of P.E.O., a philanthropic and educational organization.  Rotary’s Woman of the Year was recognized by 
the governor and legislature for her longtime community service. She died at 92. 
(Ethel Montgomery on a ship, ASL-P348-739)
 

Sesquicentennial Banners at Capitol Honor Alaska’s Transfer from Russia to the U.S. 
The Friends of the Alaska State Library, Archives and Museum (FoSLAM) teamed up with Alaska Historical 
Society, Juneau Public Libraries, Juneau-Douglas City Museum, Gastineau Channel Historical Society, Alaska 
Historical Commission in the State Office of History and Archaeology, and Lt. Gov. Byron Mallott (chair of the 
Commission), to purchase eight six-by-three-foot panels displayed at the Capitol commemorating the 1867 
Alaska Treaty of Cession, the U.S. purchase of Alaska from Russia 150 years ago. Sesquicentennial is a Latin-
based word meaning “half and” plus century, 100, which equals 150. You may know the event as “Seward’s Folly,” 
when Seward paid $7.2 million to the Russian minister to purchase the Russian territory that became Alaska.  

On Seward’s Day, March 30, Alaskans will honor Secretary of State William Seward at a Washington, D.C. 
reception. Instrumental as a statesman in the Civil War, Seward, also a humanitarian, helped Harriet Tubman in 
her efforts to free slaves on the “underground railroad.” He barely survived an assassination attempt by co-
conspirators of President Lincoln’s murderer, John Wilkes Booth. On July 3, a larger than life statue of 
Seward will be installed in front of the Alaska Capitol. As part of the anniversary, Emanuel Leutze’s original The 
Purchase of Alaska 1867 painting will travel from New York to Anchorage, Fairbanks, and the state museum in 
Juneau, its first visit to Alaska. In 1869 after retirement, Seward traveled to Klukwan where he befriended Chilkat 
leader Koh’klux. A Healing Totem will be raised in Haines to recognize the later clash of cultures. A YouTube 
trailer, publication, and panel discussions will also result from this year of commemoration. 
  
The Sesquicentennial panels are on display outside the lieutenant governor’s office in the state capitol through the summer. In late 
September, schools and libraries can check out the banners for local education.  

State Historical Library Rescues Kenai History  
  
Shana Loshbaugh, organizing an April 20-21 history conference, discovered 1974 State Historical Library & Archives films from a 1974 
Kenai conference honoring the 100th anniversary of the U.S. purchase of Alaska from Russia. “I looked at the online catalog,” Loshbaugh 
was quoted in a January 7 story in the Peninsula Clarion written by Elizabeth Earl. “The description was fairly brief and cryptic … (and) 
didn’t even say it was film,” Loshbaugh said. The 8 ½ hours of film depict Kenai residents talking about the area’s history, including 
linguist Peter Kalifornsky, former mayor Stan Thompson, Soldotna co-founder Dolly Farnsworth along with other notable guest 
speakers.  

The problem after finding the tapes was playing them. Recorded on a now-archaic type of film that had degraded over the years. Alaska 
Historical Collections film specialist Damon Stuebner, with the help of Sandy Johnston, had to rescue the magnetic tape by “baking” it, 
using a low-level heat treatment to readhere the polymers and relubricate the polymer, avoiding “sticky-shred syndrome,” in which 
pieces of the film break off and stick to the player heads, destroying tape and player. Problem solved? Not quite. You also need a player 
that can take half-inch open-real tapes. Stuebner had an old one with broken parts like the feeder. He had to hand-feed the tape to play 
it.  

Next problem: the rescue process is only temporary. So Stuebner adjusted some of the contrast to improve film quality and then 
digitized the content. “It is still going to show a lot of its flaws from where there was normal wear and tear on the video tape and there 
was starting to show places where there was tape decay,” Stuebner said. But it’s good enough that Loshbaugh is hoping to edit it for 
highlights and capture some still photos so she can get help identifying some of the unknown participants and reach some of the 
speakers. “(Discovering the films) was very serendipitous,” she said. “People are very excited about it.”  

Modified version based on original story by Elizabeth Earl, The Peninsula Clarion, Jan. 7, 2017.  
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A Letter from the Director of the Division 
Friends, 

My name is Patience Frederiksen. I took over as Director of the Division of Libraries, Archives and Museums after 
Linda Thibodeau retired in July. MaryLou Gerbi asked me introduce myself to you, since I am a recent arrival in 
town.  

Well, first off, I just seem new to SLAM. In 1988, I was laid off at the Anchorage Public Library when oil dropped to 
$9 a barrel. The Juneau Public Library hired me into a grant-funded position as a reference coordinator for Capital 
City Libraries. For six months, I developed reference training sessions for librarians and worked on the reference desks at the Public 
Library, the State Library, and the Egan Library.  

When the government publications librarian position opened at the State Library in 1989, I applied and was hired. During my second 
month, the Exxon Valdez discovered that there are rocks in Prince William Sound. I will never forget Karen Crane, the State Librarian, 
calling all the reference librarians together the day after the grounding and telling us that we were all going to get on top of that disaster. 
We each walked out of that meeting with marching orders to start gathering all the information we could on oil spills, Alyeska, the Coast 
Guard and anything else pertinent to the disaster. My particular discovery was that we had the only known copy of the Coast Guard’s 
hazardous spill remediation plan and that the Governor’s Office was looking desperately for this document because all the Coasties were 
in Valdez. Karen ordered us to make a copy and she walked it over to the Governor’s Office.  

In 1999, I was getting restless after 10 years doing government publications. Mary Jennings, the librarian administering grants and the 
Talking Book Center in the Anchorage office of the State Library was retiring, so I made the jump back north while continuing to work 
for the State Library. My son had just finished at JDHS. He wanted to get a journalism degree, so UAA beckoned him.  

I spent the next fifteen years doing grants, library statistics, coordinating the Talking Book Center, managing the facility in Anchorage, 
and dabbling in library marketing. During those years, Library Development coordinated four grant programs from the Gates 
Foundation which got computers, training, and networking assistance out to every public library in Alaska. These grants were then 
followed by the huge Online With Libraries (OWL) grant project, which garnered over $5M in federal funds to create a statewide 
videoconference network in 95 public libraries, hired information technology aides and bought more computer hardware into public 
libraries, and which subsidized library internet costs so that every public library was brought up to at least 1.5 mbps. In 2014, I became 
the Head of Library Development upon Sue Sherif’s retirement, a rest she needed after creating, implementing and coordinating OWL 
over five years.  

In 2015, during the first round of severe budget cuts, Linda asked me to do a study on the cost of contracting out the Talking Book 
Center to the Utah State Library versus the costs we were paying to run the program out of the Anchorage office. Utah said they would 
charge us $145 per patron to provide service; it was costing the State Library $300 per patron. We laid off the two library assistants in 
Talking Book in June 2015 and Utah began mailing audiobooks to Alaska patrons. The remaining staff and I cleared out more than 
60,000 audiobooks and returned them to the Feds or shipped them to talking book centers in other states. We sent our stock of digital 
talking book machines to Utah.  

At that point, Commissioner Mike Hanley decided that the remaining Anchorage staff needed to move to the APK building in Juneau so 
we could stop paying for leased space in Anchorage. There were only four of us left in Anchorage. Cate Remme, Shane Southwick and 
Alex Pock choose to take layoff on May 15 rather than moving to Juneau. (Thankfully, all three have been hired into other jobs.) On May 
31st, I closed the Anchorage office and handed the keys to the landlord. The next day, the movers were at my house and on June 2, my 
son and I started the road trip to Juneau. We arrived in Juneau on June 6, the day of the gala that opened the APK building to the 
Friends, but I did not feel able to attend that event. 

Now, let’s talk about SLAM. For this year, the budget for staff in the Museum and the State Library was cut by $800,000. There were 
other cuts, but this is the one that hurts the most. The hiring freeze, which has been in place since early 2016, has been tough. I was 
hired as the director in spring 2016, but no one else has been hired into a permanent position over the past year. We currently have 12 
vacant positions, plus six other positions have been deleted since July. What this means is that the staff is stretched extremely thin, a 
problem that will be even worse when we go onto summer hours of being open daily from 9 to 5.  

\What this also means is that the Division is expected to do cost recovery, so we are charging for rentals of the building, a service that is 
taking a lot of staff time that we do not have. We can use receipts from rentals to pay for staff, so that is good. Personally, I would love 
not to charge for the building spaces, but practically we have to generate income for the Division. If you hear conversations about the 
cost of rentals, please bear this in mind.  

Of course, for people who are friends of SLAM, your membership means that you are always welcome to visit for free and see what is 
new in the galleries. Do be sure to visit Carmel Anderson’s new exhibit that opened on February 3. It is a powerful and thought 
provoking show. You may need to bring a handkerchief. 

The Friends don’t hibernate in winter. 

Alaska Positive photography exhibit opening and reception. And the 
winner is Chris Miller, Juneau photographer, with Mendenhall 
Moulin. Brian and Ash Adams’ photo workshop for pre-teens and 
teens using cell phone photos. 
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Annual meeting pizza party at the JAHC in November. 

Gallery Walk Organ Concert at the SOB raised about $800 the last 
two years to tune and repair the historic Kimball theatre organ. The 
cider was hot and the cookie and cupcake trays full, which the girls 
enjoyed.  

One of many board committee meetings, this time at Heritage 
downtown. 

The Friends partnered with Damon Stuebner from the State 
Historical Collection to present Charlie Chaplin’s famous movie, The Gold Rush. 

Juneau Cabaret presented the first in a series of Great American Concert series, this one celebrating 
Richard Rodgers. The last Saturday in February we’ll celebrate Black History month with a tribute to Duke Ellington. 

 
Meet your Board of Directors 

Sarah Asper-Smith: Museum exhibition and graphic designer, children's book 
author  

Ben Huff: photographer, Ice Fog Press owner, author and publisher 

Toni Mallott: 30-year teacher, Alaska Native (Rampart), wife of Lt. Gov. Byron 
Mallott, Alaska Federation of Natives 2013 Citizen of the Year 

Debbie Reifenstein: 38-year Hearthside Books co-owner with Susan Hickey, art 
teacher at Marie Drake Jr High, big sister with BB/BS for over 10 years, volunteer with 
many programs for kids, supporter of the arts in Juneau 

Marjorie Menzi: (Right) Social Studies educator, active 50-year member of the League of 
Women Voters, volunteer coordinator of Capital Students-Capitol Visits, around-the-world 
“First Mate” sailor 
 

Mary Lou Gerbi: 30-year high school teacher, UAS English and Education Dept., 
Juneau Empire Special Editions editor and columnist, Alaskan Southeaster 
magazine editor and contributor, CA and Lower Yukon School District workshop 
presenter, Rotarian, P.E.O., has-been pilot, thankful for such talented 
board members. 

Jackie Schoppert / Yuk tu saan: born into the Ishkitaan Clan, Raven 
Moiety, Taku River Tlingit, active in the Alaska Federation of Natives and 
co-chair of the Laperouse Alaska Association, now lives in Anchorage. An 
artist, she carves, does beadwork, makes jewelry and creates regalia. 

Bride Seifert: Administrative law judge with the Office of 
Administrative Hearings, former Alaska assistant attorney general, and 
former helicopter operations coordinator for VECO polar resources on the 

Greenland Ice Cap and Toolik Field Camp, Alaska. 

Virginia Stonkus is our newest board member, elected in January. For the past ten 
years, Virginia served as downtown Juneau Rotary’s Youth Exchange Officer, preparing 
Juneau students to go abroad for a year and international students to study in Juneau. A 
graduate of University of California, Berkeley, Virginia served as policy/resource analyst 
with the Governor’s Office of Management and Budget under Jay Hammond and as 
finance analyst with the Division of Legislative Finance. She’s a 40-year resident of 
Juneau. 
 

�6


